ID. 



DEC- 1 



3-35 12. 10 FROM. 



PAGE 3/4 



Dear Editor, 



Christopher Matthews' claim that Oliver Stone's 
new film " Nixon" was based on an inaccurate quote seems 
itself uncertain, Matthews accurately recounts that in 
his book, " The Ends of Power", Nixon aide, H.R. Haldeman, 
wrote, "It seems that in all those Nixon references to the 
Bay of Pigs he ( Nixon) was referring to the Kennedy assassination. 
The historical background is that at Nixon's request Haldeman 
approached _ the then head of the CIA, Richard Helms, on 6/23/72 
for help with Nixon's Watergate cover-up. 

Haldeman told Helms that if the CIA did not help him, 
he, Nixon would disgorge the whole " Bay of Pigs" thing. This 
must indeed have been a potent threat. Helms was so furious that 
HAldeman later wrote he was startled by the CIA Director's 
angry reaction. He wondered why Helms became so upset over a 
mention of : The Bay of Pigs". Was that a code word for something 
else, perhaps more information that Nixon knew that he was 
hanging over the heads of the CIA. But years later, in 1993, 
Haldeman told Matthews that he disclaimed the notion that 
the words " The whole Bay of Pigs thing" was Nixon's code for 
something else. HAldeman said " That's Joe DiMona's theory of 
what's going on." 



On 12/8/95 I spoke with Joseph DiMona and he faxed 
me this replay: 

. " First of all, I was very fond of Bob HAldeman and 

his intelligent and super-loyal wife, Jo* I must also’ say 
I'm tempted to be amused at this contretemps about who said 
what 17 years after a book was published. All because Oliver 
Stone is making a fictional movie* 

However for the sake of future historians, X will try 
to set the record straight. y 
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" IT is preposterous to think that Bob Haldeman, 
of all people , would allow any writer to " invent" information 
or erroneous theories, to be published in a book under his 
name. In fact, all of the information in the book came 
from Bob. I wasn't in the Oval Office on June 23, 1972 
discussing with Nixon a CIA cover-up. I wasn’t in a White 
House office later confronting Richard Helms, the 
CIA director, and watching him turn livid with anger. Haldeman 
was . 

" So the information about the Bay of Pigs contretemps, 
as well as the theory of a possible linkage to the Kennedy 
assassination came, directly or indirectly, from Haldeman. 

Not only that btftthe " theory" survived no lass than five drafts 
of the most meticulous word by word editing known to man, during 
which Haldeman made extensive changes of every kind, as well as 
minutia. If untrue, why wasn't the " theory" deleted? 

In addition he had four other ..knowledgeable persons, 
including Larry Higby, his former White House aide, editing 
the various drafts. I still have a memo from Bob at the time 
directing me to tell the publisher to send copies of the 
second draft to these four people. Whether they got the third, 
fourth, or fifth drafts I don't recall. 

I believe it's well known that Bob, after the 
publication of " The Ends of Power" spent the rest of his life 
“ disavowing” all of it that was negative toward Nixon. He 
had written the book when he was angry at Nixon for implying 
to David Frost on television that his biggest mistake in 
WAtergate was not firing HAldeman and Ehrlichman sooner. But onc< 
the anger passed, he wanted to become friends again with his 
old leader. 

" Apparently, by disavowing responsibility for " the 
whole Bay of Pigs thing", the beat goes on. 

" And what Nixon meant by mentioning the Bay of Pigs 
on June 23, 1972, will remain a fascinating mystery forever." 



( End of FAX from Joseph DiMona ) 
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To Gary Aguilar , M.D. 
FAX 415 563 4453 



the ^ter to the editor, 



J 



